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Abstract

In the traditional typology of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism, there is a
tendency in neglecting the essential distinction between Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi,
despite their belonging to the same school. In order to overcome such a
limitation, this paper first of all tries to show that their difference can be
clarified in terms of the contrast between Plato and Aristotle at certain key
junctures. Secondly, it will argue that although the distinction between
“general knowledge” and “true knowledge” was introduced by Cheng Yi, only
with Zhu Xi’s identification of “general knowledge” as “knowing by feeling”
that its possibility can be well-grounded. Finally, it will show that with his
affirmation of ethical feeling Zhu Xi is able to transcend the boundary of

Cheng Yi’s doctrine of moral feeling.
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